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his dotage. His memory is so frail, that he can scarcely
remember from one day to the other what he says or
what he does;1 but while his mind has lost its vigour
his passions retain all their natural force, unrestrained
by the only power that ever could restrain them, his good
and most beloved wife. Van Buren stood them as long
as he could, but unable to govern or direct judgment so
weak and passions so strong, he escaped from the. increas-
ing difficulties of Kis station, and most kindly and disin-
terestedly changed places with his friend. Before many
months are over, I suspect that friend will not thank
him for his disinterested kindness. It is said the gentle-
men of the present cabinet, mean to act in strict unison
and thus by their united power oppose all injudicious,
foolish or injurious measures, hoping this union will
make their power irresistible, but I suspect the secret,
continually applied influence of Mrs. E. will continue to
govern and direct the feelings and will of the good old
man. We will see. Mrs. E. can not be forced or per-
suaded to leave Washington. Her triumph, for so she
calls the dissolution of the cabinet, her triumph she says
is not yet complete. All her adversaries are not yet
turned out of office, to be sure, three secretaries and a
foreign minister are dismissed, but Mr. and Mr. and Mr.
remain, they too must go, and she must be received into
society, and she hopes and believes that next winter the
present Cabinet ministers will open their doors for her.
Mrs. McClean has already committed herself on this
point. Previous to her going to England, when on a visit
here, in direct violation to the most violent asseverations
previously made, she visited this lady, and instantly be-
came a great favorite with the Pres'd. If she follows up
this system, she will doubtless gain great influence with
1 Mrs. Smith was never more mistaken in her life.been put on probation for a period by
